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EDITOR’S NOTE 
ERIN RYAN 

HOORAY! We are back in school and this is our 
fifth edition of The Memorial Times! Last year 
we were only able to put out five editions of the 
newspaper and now we were able to match that. 
This shows how much we are working together 
and striving to make the best newspaper and 
share as much news as possible. I say this 
everytime in all of my editor's notes, but we are 
doing so well and when looking back at our first 
newspaper this year, our writing skills have 
improved so much! The newspaper is looking 
great! Happy (late) Valentine’s Day!  
 
 
 
 

HEADLINE NEWS 

Spelling Bee Winners 
MS. AMENT 

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
INAUGURATION   SUPER BOWL RUNDOWN  SPELLING BEE 

 
Memorial’s second annual spelling bee was held using the Scripps National Spelling            
Bee online testing platform. Sixth grader, Joaquin Vila, was named school-level           
champion and will move on to the North Jersey Spelling Bee! Please join us in               
wishing Joaquin the best of luck in the next level of the competition. Eighth grader,               
Lily Aspirany, and seventh grader, Crismarly Fernandez, tied for second place in our             
local spelling bee! All winners received Scripps Spelling Bee headphones. Vila also            
received a trophy. Memorial School Principal, Mr. Scholtz, and District Supervisor of            
Language Arts, Mrs. Castrovinci, delivered the prizes to the winners. 
 
Congratulations to all of our school spelling bee participants who improved their            
spelling, increased their vocabularies, learned concepts, and developed correct         
English usage that will help them throughout their everyday lives. We are all proud of               
your achievements! 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

A New President! POETRY 

CORNER 
 

KATHRYN RYAN 

LOVE 
 

I wrote your name in the sky  
But the wind blew it away.  

 
I wrote your name in the sand  
But the waves washed it away.  

 
I wrote your name in my heart 

Where it shall stay forever. 
 
 

  
 

AMY MOYA 

On January 20th, Inauguration Day, Joe Biden was sworn in as the 46th 
president of the United States.  After taking the oath of office, Biden’s inaugural 
speech sent a message of hope and healing to many across the nation. He 
outlined his hopes to end the pandemic and unify our nation. In addition to this, 
Kamala Harris was sworn in as our 49th vice president.  Harris is the first 
female, first black, and first Asian-American to hold the vice presidential 
position. 
 
Due to the pandemic currently going on, only a limited number of people were 
able to actually attend the inauguration.  Despite the limited crowd, there were 
a number of performances, readings, and entertainment. For instance, Lady 
Gaga performed the national anthem, and a young poet named Amanda 
Gorman read her poem called, “The Hill We Climbed.” Jennifer Lopez 
performed a medley of patriotic songs as well. Several former presidents 
attended, including Barack Obama, George W. Bush, and Bill Clinton. Mike 
Pence, the outgoing vice president, also attended. 
 

 

 
 

 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Riverdale 
AMAYIAH PENA 

 
When Riverdale signed off the air in early May with its season 4 finale, there were many storylines left unanswered and not in the 
traditional sense. Sure, end of season cliffhangers are normal when it comes to television; however, the questions left unanswered 
by the Riverdale season 4 finale were not planned to be cliffhanger type questions.  
 
Like many shows, Riverdale was forced to end its season prematurely due to the COVID-19 pandemic and therefore was unable to 
bring a conclusion to the storylines meant to be resolved by the season’s end. Chief among them being the mystery of the Riverdale 
audience. Fortunately, all these unanswered questions and more will be answered when Riverdale season 5 premieres in January 
2021.  
 
Riverdale season 5 details are lacking, but several clues have been dropped giving fans a clear idea of what is to come when the 
CW’s hit series returns. 



 

 

 

Many students during the pandemic and lock downs have turned to video games as a source of entertainment.  Minecraft, an 
open-world creative survival game, has become extremely popular during this time.  It is a game that can be played by children and 
adults, and therefore is a family game. Minecraft is an open-world game that gives young children access to walk and explore the world 
without completing a task right away. However, players have to make sure to feed his or her avatar and build a home to sleep in. This 
game is much calmer than most video games and gives the player a sense of control and peace. 
 
Besides just basic survival, Minecraft also has an objective to make a portal and get to somebody called “The Ender Dragon.” This 
black, purple-eyed dragon is in the area of the “end,” a home for the dragon. However, before a player can get to all of that, he or she 
needs to make a home, obtain a horse, make armor, make swords and pickaxes.  It is almost like a puzzle that the players are trying to 

figure out.  
 
In the very beginning of the game, a player “spawns” or comes 
into existence.  When the player “spawns,” very limited supplies 
are provided including some wood and a crafting table. From 
there, the player crafts a sword or pickaxe and explores caves to 
find more supplies such as iron ore or cobblestone.  Once done 
with a mining spree, the player creates the end portal and fights 
down the beast itself. 
 
This is a fun and nonviolent game that can be played with 
everyone in the family. Although the characters use weapons 
against the enemy, it is not graphic at all. Also, parents have the 
option to change the game setting mode to “peaceful” mode so 
younger children do not discover monsters. 
 
In conclusion, Minecraft is a learn full experience for you to take 

an interest in, and you can learn a lot from it.  A player learns to take pride in everything he or she does and everything that is achieved. 
While playing, children enhance their creativity by creating fancy houses and using their imagination. Also, children can work together 
with families and friends, learn to be a team player, and work together to overcome any game obstacles. Children learn how to problem 
solve by looking for ways to make Minecraft tools to create their house and feed their avatar before night falls. Lastly, Minecraft teaches 
children problem-solving, skills, teamwork, managing difficult tasks, and teaches players to always think outside of the box. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

School Reopens! 
JASON SNYDER 

Since November, students have not had the 
ability to walk the halls of Memorial School. 
COVID has hit the community hard and the 
number of cases kept rising, forcing the schools 
to remain virtual, until they could safely reopen. 
On February 4th, students were finally able to 
re-enter the building. It had been a long time 
since students had been in the school building 
but now they are back! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LIFE STYLE 

Crazy Adventures in Minecraft 

JONATHAN HERRERA  
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PUZZLE CORNER 
 

GONZALO VILA 
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SPORTS 

Chiefs v. Buccaneers 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 
Click the link to order yours today! 

Yearbook Order Form 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

DANIELE STIGLIANO 

The Super Bowl is the championship game for NFL football.  The winner not 
only earns bragging rights, but the Lombardi Trophy and a ring. This year, the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers played against the Kansas City Chiefs and won.  The 
Chiefs were the first seed in the American Football Conference (AFC) and the 
Buccaneers were the fifth seed in the National Football Conference (NFC).  

What made this Super Bowl special was that it was the first year ever that the 
hosting stadium of the Super Bowl will have its own team playing.  The 
Buccaneers will host the game in Raymond James stadium located in Tampa 
Bay.  

Let us take a look at the Buccaneers and some key players that made a huge 
difference in the game.  First on the list is definitely number 12, the 
quarterback, Tom Brady. He has six super bowl rings with the Patriots and now 
just earned his seventh with the Buccaneers.  Tom Brady is one of the oldest 
players at 43 years old.  He reads the defense as well as a book.  Mike Evans, 
number 13, was also a key player as a wide receiver.  Also making a big impact 
was Ronald Jones, who holds the longest run of the year at 98 yards.  Wide 
receiver, Scotty Miller and defensive linebacker, Devin White also made big 
plays.  Both knew exactly what to do and read the quarterback's eyes.  

Although they did not come out of the winning side, the Chiefs have a lot of 
great players as well.  Perhaps the biggest name for the Chiefs is the 
quarterback, number 15, Patrick Mahomes.  He was able to win the Super Bowl 
last year with the Chiefs and even earned the MVP (most valuable player) 
award.  Mahomes always takes his time and knows what he has to do.  The 
Chiefs also have Tyreek Hill, who is the fastest player in the NFL as well as 
tight end Travus Kelce who is also very fast.  

Unfortunately the Chiefs were not able to pull out a win and the Buccaneers 
won the big game 31 to 9. 

 
LOCAL NEWS 

COVID Megacenter 
AVA BEIRNE 
 
New Jersey recently started administering the COVID-19 vaccine. Six 
megacenters have opened across the state. One of the megacenters was 
opened by Passaic County in the old Modell’s Sporting Goods in Woodland 
Park. The center opened on January 20th. Passaic County is using the site for 
free thanks to Mandelbaum & Mandelbaum LLC. The site is offering vaccines to 
anyone who lives or works in Passaic County. Shots are given to eligible 
people by appointment only from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. As of now, it is difficult to get 
an appointment, however as more vaccines become available, the hope is that 
all county residents and employees who wish to get the vaccine will be able to 
get it. 
 

 

 
 

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1056136/Memorial-Middle-School/2021-Yearbook/2020092204274833090/CATALOG_SHOP/
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STUDENT LIFE 

Getting Ready for a Spelling Bee 
JOAQUIN VILA 

Recently, students were able to participate in their class and school spelling bee. Since there was no virus last year, it was 
much easier to come together to hold a spelling bee, however, it was possible this year with an online platform.  I was able to 
participate in the class spelling bee and was able to make it into the next round. Soon after, the school held a second round where 
students from each grade level competed.  Miraculously, I was champion of the Memorial School Spelling Bee with my winning word 
being condominium. I enjoyed participating,it was fun, and a little bit scary to be honest. I am happy to say that I will be representing 
Woodland Park at the North Jersey Scripps National Spelling Bee contest. I was given a list of words to study and I was baffled. 
There was a gargantuan amount of words, with 22 pages for me to study! Luckily most words I was able to spell but didn’t really 
know what they meant. 
 

Since I did not know what they meant my mom gladly helped me. She offered to make flashcards for the words I did not know 
the definition of. I soon then realized that I was going to need to step up my game. For the past few days now I have been studying 
for the spelling bee, and I hope to know all the words by the time of the competition. Though I have to study, I always find time for 
myself. I realize that if I get farther in the competition, I am going to need to dedicate myself more to the competition. But I realize that 
I can put in a lot of effort and I am going to study so I can win. I can’t wait to be at the North Jersey competition! 

●

COMICS 
 

ERIN RYAN 

 

 


